
The Politics of Higher Education: 
A Symposium on Neil Gross’s Why Professors are Liberal and Why Conservatives Care 
Participants: 
Mark Blitz, Department of Government, Claremont McKenna College 
Joshua Dunn, Department of Political Science, University of Colorado at Colorado Springs 
Jeffrey Friedman, editor of Critical Review 
Shterna Friedman, managing editor of Critical Review 
Neil Gross, Department of Sociology, University of British Columbia 
George Marsden, Department of History, University of Notre Dame 
Susan McWilliams, Department of Politics, Pomona College 
Naomi Schaefer Riley, author of Faculty Lounges and former Wall Street Journal editor 
Ellen Schrecker, Department of History, Yeshiva University 
Jon Shields, Department of Government, Claremont McKenna College 
Phil Tetlock, Department of Psychology, University of Pennsylvania 
George Thomas, Department of Government, Claremont McKenna College 
Matt Woessner, Department of Political Science, Pennsylvania State University at Harrisburg 
George Yancey, Department of Sociology, University of North Texas 
Jon Zimmerman, Steinhardt School, New York University 
 
Schedule: 
Saturday, February 22 
8:15 – 8:45 a.m. Catered breakfast, Kravis Center, Room 367, 850 Columbia Avenue, 
Claremont McKenna College 
8:45-9:00 a.m. Introductory Remarks by Jon Shields and Neil Gross 
9:00-10:00 a.m. Jon Zimmerman, “The Context of Undergraduate Teaching and Learning” 
10:00-11:00 a.m. George Marsden, “Reflections on the Religious Factor” 
11:15-12:15 p.m. George Yancey, “Both/And Instead of Either/Or” 
3:45-4:45 p.m. Phil Tetlock and Gregory Mitchell, “Why so Few Conservatives? And 
Should We Care?” 
4:45-5:45 p.m. Matt Woessner and April Kelly-Woessner, “Reflections on Academic 
Liberalism and Conservative Criticism” 
5:45-6 p.m. Closing Remarks 


